
Parking Lot Reconstruction - July 2011
The meeting requested that the B&G committee pursue detailed pricing on the parking lot, after 
reviewing a general plan for parking lot reconstruction in March. That task was completed in May.

Issues
This list of issues was written up by the B&G clerk, 
because the parking lot touches on many issues and is not a 
simple matter.

● Safety - The northern entrance to the dirt lot is not safe  
for the speed of traffic and can damage cars. The current  
drive lane is near the front door. The new plan is safer in  
these respects.

● Appearance - The new plan would give a completed,  
intentional look to the whole site, which has been one of  
the concerns about neighborliness.

● Ability to continue landscaping - The new plan defines  
spaces, which makes it possible to continue with  
permanent work on the site (outdoor worship spaces,  
play spaces, paths, arbors, and so on). 

● Compliance with city regulations - The city has rules for  
the shape, size, and material of virtually everything in  
the plan; there is very little choice in how this gets done. 

● Water retention and runoff - Our intepretation is that city policy requires hard surfaces with runoff  
to the street in order to drain as much water as possible to the river to meet water flow  
requirements, and because water retention can cause flooding. Some retention may be possible  
through slopes. Permeable paving is far more expensive (no quotes available on that).

● Avoiding cost of re-design - This plan has exceptions to the standard requirements (such as reduced 
number of spaces) and it was approved by the Environmental Planning Commission. Going back to  
the drawing board would require hiring an architect and at least 9 months of redesign and  
approvals. (Is the potential gain worth spending our time and money on this work?)

● Timeline - The current plan expires in 2014, at which point we would have to re-design as noted  
above, and at that point, we may NOT get the reduced parking exception again.

● Prerequisite for any future construction - If this lot is not built, it appears likely that the city would  
not permit any future building, expansion, or temporary building.

● Trees - The new plan calls for removing the locust trees. The new landscape plan (not being  
considered yet) calls for planting more trees and shrubs.

● Environmental - The use of asphalt and concrete takes energy, oil, and contributes to global  
warming.

● Legal liability - Any slip & fall or fender bender could be blamed on inadequate maintenance or  
improper design. (Not sure if this translates to any real concern.)

● Need for additional parking - This was not considered as a factor by us, although the city requires it.  
The number of spaces is determined by the main meeting room size. Therefore any future  
construction would not increase the number of spaces needed.



Proposed Minute (may be used as a starting point)

The meeting approves to rebuild the parking lot according to the site plan approved by the Meeting and 
by the city Environmental Planning Commission, using Star Paving. Their quote is for $27,019. We 
will use $12,500 from reserves, and raise the remaining $14,519 by direct fundraising appeals to 
members and attenders. We will sign off with the vendor only after 100% is raised or pledged. The 
finance committee will handle the fund raising. The project will include sidewalks, new curb cuts, new 
drive pads, deletion of curb cuts and drive pads on 5th St, asphalt paving, curbs, striping, and all 
required wheelchair accessible accomodations. The items on the EPC-approved plans that will not be 
included in this price quote are the electric light pole, landscape irrigation, dumpster enclosure, and 
deleting the drive pad on Bellamah. (However, conduit for electric and irrigation will be included.)

Additional Ctte 
Notes 

Regarding the 
possibility of a gravel 
lot, we have inquired 
extensively, and it is 
not permitted by code, 
so would require a 
special exception. 
Reasons for not going 
further with this 
include the possibly 
limited cost savings, 
the ability to capture 
water runoff anyway, 
and the environmental 
goals of the existing 
city water runoff 
policies. These issues 
can be discussed in 
detail with the 
committee. 
(preferably in advance 
of the business 
meeting)

The price of asphalt is 
rising.

The quote of $27,019 
does not include city 
permits. There may be 
overages for 
unexpected 
conditions.


